Bishop’s News Sept-Oct 2008

FAA Second Annual Airboat Show

Gold Sponsors:

Kissimmee River Valley Sportsmens Association

Broward County Airboat and Halftrack Conservation Club
Palm Beach County Airboat and Halftrack Conservation Club
Diamondback Airboats

Silver Sponsors:

Florida Sportsmens Conservation Association
Whirlwind Propeller

Sensenich Propeller

Everglades Coordinating Council

Water Walker, LLC.

Marsh Rider

Bronze Sponsors:

Osceola Airboat Association

Airboat Association of Florida

Lake County Airboat Association

United Sportsmen Airboaters Alliance

North Florida Conservation Airboat Alliance Club

GTO Performance Airboats

Your FAA Show Committees

Steering Committee; FAA executive board

Vendor committee; Dawn Patterson, & Charity Chardt
Advertising committee; Dawn Patterson, & Byron Maharrey

Sponsor Committee; Laura Hasty, Charity Chardt

Parking committee; Osceola Airboat Association, Jeff Breisinger, Jeffery Breisinger, John Partin,
and Wayne Partin.

Gate committee; United Sportsmens Airboat Alliance, Jerry and Cheryl Wetherington.



Drink committee; Kissimmee River Valley Sportsman Association, Danny and Jennifer Brantley,
Lonnie and Carol Yates, Tiff Yates, Kim Tucker, Jimmy John and Sondra Wills, Mike and Megan
Mills, Maryann Westwood, Junior and Lucille Jurnigan.

Raffle committee; Charity & Cassity Chardt, Mike Wills and Jeff Patterson

Entertainment committee; Water Walker, LLC. Bobby and Patty Corey

Show committee; Florida Sportsman's Conservation Association, & Broward County Airboat and
Halftrack Conservation Bishop and Caroll Wright, John Storms, Melody Orth, Dave Johnson, John
Halvorson, Jimmy Newton, Ed Deibler, Mike Reaves, Todd Byers, Mark Dombroski, Todd and

Mary Hallmen, and Mary Kruger

Cleanup committee; Broward County Airboat and Halftrack Conservation, & Palm Beach County
Airboat and Halftrack Conservation, John Storms, and Bishop Wright Jr.

Tee Shirt Committee: Laura & Matt Hasty

C.A.T. Program: Jeff & Dawn Patterson and Cassidy Chardt

Activities Committee Lake County Airboat Association, Jim Brown, and Vickie Cruz

MC Committee Broward County Airboat and Halftrack Conservation Club, Frank “Hollywood”

Herbert

Permitting, Law enforcement, Porta Potties, and Dumpster Committee;
Byron Maharrey, Billy & Debbie's Farkus and Jamie Sanders

Trophy Sponsor’s & Winner’s

Best of Showboat
Thank you to Florida Airboat Association for sponsoring this class & the winner
was Tom Sarver

Best Power Plant

Thank you to Diamondback Airboats for sponsoring this class & the winners are:
1 GTO Performance Airboats

2 Tom Sarver

3 John Rogers

Rudder Art

Thank you to Water Walker, LLC for sponsoring this class & the winners are:
1 Tom Sarver

2 Diamondback Airboats

3 Tie Between > Curtis Waller & Wayne Bradbury

Manufacturer Class

Thank you to Marsh Rider for sponsoring this class & the winners are:
1 Diamondback Airboats

2 Panther Airboats




3 Airboat Inc.

Automotive engine Fiberglass

Thank you to Broward County Airboat and Halftrack Conservation Club for
sponsoring this class & the winners are:

1 Curtis Waller

2 Kevin Roberts

Automotive engine Aluminum

Thank you to United Sportsmen Airboaters Alliance for sponsoring this class &
the winners are:

1 Diamondback Airboats

2 Mike Hoadley

3 GTO Performance Airboats

Six-cylinder aircraft Fiberglass

Thank you to Osceola Airboat Association for sponsoring this class & the winners
are:

1 Vernon Wynn

2 George Bryant

3 Hugh “Dudley” Randall

Six-cylinder aircraft Aluminum

Thank you to Kissimmee River Valley Sportsmens Association for sponsoring this
class & the winners are:

1 Eddie Parrett

2 Justin Adams

3 Chris Tillas

Vintage

Thank you to Florida Sportsmens Conservation Association for sponsoring this
class & the winner was:

1 Dave Johnson

Four cylinder aircraft

Thank you to Airboat Association of Florida for sponsoring this class & the
winners are:

1 Airboat Pro’s

2 Lonnie Yates

3 Todd Hallman

Hunt Boat

Thank you to Everglades Coordinating Council for sponsoring this class & the
winners are:

1 Wayne Bradbury

2 GTO Performance Airboats

Workboat

Thank you to Alumitech, Inc. for sponsoring this class & the winners are:
1 John Halvorson

2 Chris Chardt




3 Bob Hoover

Race boat

Thank you to Lake County Airboat Association for sponsoring this class & the
winners are:

1 John Rogers

2 Rat Dees

G. P.U. boat

Thank you to Palm Beach County Airboat and Halftrack Conservation Club for
sponsoring this class & the winners are:

1 Bill Pabst

2 Jimmy John

3 Daniel Shaner

Mini boat

Thank you to_Airboat Pro's for sponsoring this class & the winners are:
1 Darin Collinsworth

2 Ronnie Deshamps

3 Dustin Deshamps

FAA President’'s Message

Thank you to all who either supported or participated in the FAA 2nd
Annual Airboat Show. Without a doubt it was twice the show we had last
year in more ways than one. This year's executive board members have
been on one heck of a roller coaster ride. So when you see them make
sure you pat them on the back, because they deserve it. They were
asked by others to come up with some jumping out of the box ideas and
they did and it paid off in a big way.

One thing I will say is be careful what you ask for. All I heard for the
last year and half was when are we going to get some rain? Because of
a tropical storm most of our Airboating areas have gotten lots of
welcomed water. Which means the Lycoming & Car motor boys can now
keep up with the Continental boys. If the area you're running does not
currently have water on it, I can promise you this, their not sovereign
waters.

FWC will be taking comments in February of 2008 for proposed rule
changes and regulations for 2010 hunting season. As you can see, it
takes a year to change a rule so don't miss out on this opportunity. I
will be setting up a rule committee to put together some rule proposals
for 2009 January meeting. Whereas a group we will accept or not
except the FAA endorsement. I will also be putting together this year's
legislative committee working group.

Coming up may be one of the most important meetings of the year.
Especially if you have concerns with Kissimmee Chain of Lakes. You will
need to plan on attending this meeting of the (SFWM) WRAC Recreation
Issues 2008 Workshop on Monday, October 6,, from 5:00 until 8:00 pm
We are not asking you to speak, just be present in the audience because



your presence stop others from making fools of themselves. We will
have important speakers pressing for our issues, we just need warm
bodies to show their support.

As you can see our next FAA meeting is Oct 4" at 10:30AM and will be
full of information. So come learn what we know on the upcoming past
and present situations. There is a lot on FAA's plate so we can always
use a helping hand or just a good pat on the back thanking us for
fighting for your rights to Airboat another day.

Bishop Wright, Jr

FAA Raffle Ultralight Hull

The FAA is raffling off a Diamondback Ultralight hu l. Tickets are on sale
now until the drawing in May at the Osceola Airboat Association’s
Jamboree. Tickets are $5.00 each or 5 for $20.00. Y ou do not have to be
present to win. If your club is interested in selli ng tickets, let us know. We

will have an FAA Booth set up at the show. If you w  ould like to purchase

tickets, send your check or money order to FAA Raff le Boat P. O. Box
2086, Bartow, FL 33831 and we will gladly send them  to you

Panther Update

September 2008

Big Cat Field Stories

Panthers Verses Hurricanes by Mark Lotz, FWC

No, this is not an announcement of a charity sports event between professional
hockey (Florida Panthers) and college football (Miami Hurricanes). Actually, I'm
often asked how hurricanes affect Florida panthers. The short answer is: they
don’t. Wildlife is well adapted for the extremes of the environment. Humans, on
the other hand, while being technologically superior, are far less adaptable on a
large scale when forced to live without electricity, shelter, or clean running
water. While hurricanes can cause catastrophic damage to a human landscape in
this regard, the damage inflicted upon natural areas in terms of the ability for
wildlife to adapt is much less severe. Of course, there are exceptions to this
generalization. For example, hurricane Hugo devastated extensive areas of red
cockaded woodpecker habitat when it hit the Carolinas in 1989. But Florida
panthers are habitat generalists and have large home ranges which make them
quite capable of coping with temporary habitat alterations caused by hurricanes.
In all likelihood, panthers seek refuge in thick saw palmetto patches, which are
surprisingly resilient and adept at blocking wind during a hurricane. Without walls
and rooftops to fall on them, panthers are probably safer in the woods than we
are bunkered in our homes. Although trees may topple, the chances of a tree
falling on a panther are pretty remote and this is one cause of death which has
never been documented in Florida panthers.

Tropical storms such as Fay, which recently came ashore near Cape Romano,
pose a different threat. While hurricanes pack high winds and travel quickly,
tropical storms tend to move more slowly and produce copious amounts of
flooding rainfall. This inundates vast areas of the environment. However, many
areas in south Florida are typically already under water during the summer rainy
season. This is a natural, seasonal event, to which wildlife has adapted and many
forms actually rely on. So, in general, the effect of a tropical storm on panther



habitat is to deepen the areas that are naturally holding water, leaving
essentially the same segments of dry land for panthers to utilize.

As previously mentioned, Florida panthers claim large home ranges which
encompass a myriad of habitat types. Home ranges do not shift during high
water events but seasonal variation in habitat usage occurs irrespectively. For
example, as cypress leaf-out in spring near the end of the dry season, panthers
often seek

Panthers Aren’t Afraid to Get Their Feet Wet courtesy FWC

refuge under this newly emerged, cool canopy. But in the middle of the summer
rainy season, when the cypress strands have 3 feet of water in them, panthers
will typically be found resting in drier hardwood hammocks.

Wind and water, no matter how fast or deep, do not seem to impose any lasting
negative impacts on Florida panthers. How long this statement holds true
depends on our ability to ensure that enough habitat is preserved, allowing the
Florida panther to remain resilient to these natural cycles.

Hope is Alive for K275 by Deborah Jansen, BCNP

Since 1992, 110 panther dens and 276 kittens have been located by FWC and
BCNP biologists. Each time, they spend many hours prior to finding the kittens.
The work includes setting up the den box, triangulating the den, monitoring the
female’s movements to determine her den attendance patterns, waiting on
standby for the female to move off to hunt once the kittens are 2 weeks old,
then rushing to the site prior to the female’s return, and ultimately crawling
through dense palmetto thickets searching for the kittens. So, it is always a relief
to see a kitten’s dappled fur, camouflaged by the shadows and palmetto roots.
Except this time the Big Cypress biologists hoped not to find a kitten.

On August 21, 24 days after K275 was reunited with his siblings, Big Cypress
biologists checked the den. (See August Update:
http://www.floridapanther.org/update_august08.pdf)

Can You Find All Three? K275 with Siblings. by Ralph Arwood ,!

SOSSSD33S33SDDSDDSSSDSSDSSDSSSDSS>>>>>
Trophy buck killed

Owner offers substantial reward for information

A captive, domestic, trophy, 12-point buck was killed illegally and stolen from a
Lake Butler game farm Sept. 6, and the owner is offering a substantial reward
for information leading to the arrest and conviction of those responsible.
According to Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWCQC)
investigator Lt. David Lee, the suspects trespassed onto Shadd’s Game Farm,
which is an FWC-licensed private facility, on State Road 100, west of Lake
Butler.

The white-tailed deer, named “Peabody,” was killed, and the animal’s head was
removed.

“Some of the meat was also taken,” Lee said.

Peabody was a stud deer and had an extensive lineage.

“The antlers are unique because of a drop tine behind each ear. The deer was
tagged with a pinkish tag in the left ear with the #23 on it,” Lee said. “The left
ear will have a hole or tear mark where the tag was.”

The owner of the trophy buck, John Shadd, has offered a reward of $20,000 for
information leading to the arrest and conviction of the culprit(s).



Anyone with information about this crime should call Lee at 386-623-1522 or
Maj. Gary Seay, Union County Sheriff’s Office, at 386-867-2935.

SO 33333>3>3>3333>3>>>3>>3>33>3>3>>3>>>>>>

Hunters, be careful cleaning of wild hogs

The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) is encouraging
hunters to take precautions when dressing and handling harvested wild hogs.
Wild hogs, though not originally native to Florida, are now found within all 67
counties, and like any wild animal, can carry parasites and diseases - some of
which can be transmitted to people. One such disease for hunters to be
concerned with is swine brucellosis.

The FWC is advising hunters handling wild hog carcasses to take the following
precautions to protect themselves from exposure to this bacterial disease:

» Avoid eating, drinking or using tobacco when field-dressing or handling
carcasses.

» Use latex or rubber gloves when handling the carcass or raw meat.

» Avoid direct contact with blood, reproductive organs and fecal matter.
Wearing long sleeves, eye protection and covering any scratches, open
wounds or lesions will help provide protection.

» Clean and disinfect knives, cleaning area, clothing and any other exposed
surfaces when finished.

» Wash hands frequently with soap and water.
When cooking wild hog, as with any wild game, care in handling is an important
part of disease prevention, and the meat should be cooked thoroughly to 170
degrees. Swine brucellosis is not transmitted through properly cooked meat.
“Hunters shouldnt be overly concerned with swine brucellosis, but they should
practice these good-hygiene, safety precautions when field-dressing wild hogs,”
FWC wildlife veterinarian Mark Cunningham said.
Brucellosis in people is called undulant fever and could be transmitted if a hunter
cut himself while field-dressing a wild hog or was exposed to the animal’s blood
or bodily fluids. Symptoms include a recurrent fever, chills, night sweats,
weakness, headaches, back pain, swollen joints, loss of appetite and weight loss.
Hunters who exhibit these symptoms or may have been exposed should contact
a physician.

SS555333333335333333333>53>5333>>3>3>3>3>3>3>3>3>>>>>
Babcock Ranch to host first public hog hunts

Babcock Ranch Preserve Public Small Game Hunting Area in Charlotte County will
host six separate public hog hunts for the first time since being acquired by the
State of Florida. A total of 30 special opportunity permits will be available for
each of the six hunts. The cost of a special opportunity permit for the three-day
hunt is $150. Hunters must also possess a valid Florida hunting license.
Dates for the six hunts are Nov. 15-17, Nov. 29- Dec. 1, Dec. 13-15, Dec. 27-29,



Jan. 10-12 and Jan. 24-26. Scouting will be allowed one day prior to each
hunt.

Applications for the random drawing for the permits will be accepted from 10
a.m. EDT, Sept. 22 through Oct. 3. Worksheets will be available 1-2 weeks
before the application period from county tax collectors or online at MyFWC.com.
There are no size or bag limits on hogs. Hunting hours are from one-half hour
before sunrise to one-half hour after sunset. Wild hogs may be hunted with
shotguns, centerfire rifles, centerfire pistols, muzzleloaders, longbows, recurve
bows, compound bows, crossbows and falcons.

There are no age or disability exemptions, except that a youth hunter under 16
years of age may hunt under the permit holder’s direct supervision. One non-
hunting guest is allowed, provided the guest does not occupy a separate vehicle
from the permit holder.

For detailed regulations on hog hunts at Babcock Ranch Preserve, visit
MyFWC.com/hunting/wmaWMA _RegionMaps0809.htm and click on Babcock Ranch
Preserve.

SO 3>>33>3>3>333333>>>3>3333>3>>>3>3>>3>>>>

FWC meets in Jacksonville

September 19, 2008
Contacts: (inland issues) Henry Cabbage, 850-488-8843;
(marine issues) Lee Schlesinger, 850-487-0554

Agenda (with links to background reports)

The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) sorted through an
array of fish and wildlife issues during its three-day meeting that ended Friday at
the Hyatt Regency Jacksonville Riverfront hotel.

The Commission adopted a new daily bag limit on freshwater turtles. The new
limit is five, except for species that already have lower bag limits. However,
fishermen with a commercial license are allowed to harvest 20 Florida soft-shell
turtles per day. FWC biologists believe the measure will help protect freshwater
turtle populations while the agency develops a comprehensive management and
conservation strategy for wildlife species that are not regulated under current
rules.

Commissioners also approved a prohibition against waterfowl hunting from or
within 30 yards of any permanent duck blind on lakes Miccosukee, Iamonia, Carr
and Jackson in Leon and Jefferson counties
People wishing to adopt nonnative animals at FWC-authorized pet amnesty day
events will be subject to new procedures and standards the Commissioners
approved to help prevent illegal release of nonnative fish and wildlife.

The Commission also heard presentations on proposed rules for captive wildlife
regulations.

In other action, Commissioners discussed major proposed rule changes to wildlife
and fisheries regulations for 2009-10 and heard staff recommendations for
improving Florida’s quota hunt system for public hunting on wildlife management
areas.

On Thursday, the Commission considered proposed changes on boating
restrictions in Martin and Okeechobee counties.

The rest of the agenda on Thursday revolved around marine issues. The FWC
proposed a rule amendment that would establish a two-fish-per-person



recreational daily bag limit within the five-grouper aggregate limit and prohibit
the recreational harvest of gag grouper from Feb. 1 through March 31 in Gulf of
Mexico state waters. These proposed actions are consistent with new interim
regulations expected to take effect in Gulf federal waters in January.

The FWC is also proposing a rule amendment that would increase the daily
recreational bag limit for red grouper in Gulf state waters from one fish per
person to two.

In other marine fisheries action, Commissioners proposed rule amendments that
would make greater amberjack and gray triggerfish rules in Gulf state waters
consistent with new regulations in Gulf federal waters. The proposed rules would
increase the recreational minimum harvest size for greater amberjack from 28 to
30 inches fork length and increase the commercial and recreational minimum
harvest size for gray triggerfish from 12 to 14 inches fork length in Gulf state
waters.

Final public hearings on the Gulf grouper, amberjack and triggerfish rule
proposals will be held during the FWC’s December meeting in Key West.
Commissioners also reviewed and discussed a wide range of federal Gulf and
Atlantic fishery management issues, including individual fishing quota programs
in the Gulf.

Friday’s session focused on legislative proposals for the 2009 session of the
Florida Legislature. Those proposals include the agency’s budget requests and
several policy changes.

The full agenda is available online at
MyFWC.com/commission/2008/Sep08/index.htm.

The next FWC meeting will be at Key West, Dec. 3-4.

SO 553535>3353>>3>>3>>5>3>>3>5>>>>>>

The 10 Commandments of Gun Safety

1. Watch that muzzle. Always keep the gun pointed in a safe
direction. This is the #1 rule of firearms safety.

2. Treat every firearm with the respect due to a loaded gun. It might be
loaded, even if you think that it is not.

3. Be sure harrel and action are clear of ohstructions. An obstruction can
cause your firearm to explode.

4. Be sure of your target, and what is heyond, hefore you pull the trigger, and
keep your finger off the trigger until ready to shoot. Know the identifying
features of the game you hunt. Make sure you have an adequate
backstop, and don’t touch the trigger of your firearm until you are
ready to shoot.



9. Unload guns when neot in Use. Leave actions open; carry firearms in
cases and unloaded to and from the shooting area.

6. Never point a gun at anything you do not want to sheot. This includes
never using the scope as a pair of binoculars.

1. Never climb a fence or tree or jump a ditch with a loaded gun. Unload a
gun before you use a treestand or climb a fence, or jump a ditch.
Pull a firearm towards you by the butt, not the muzzle.

8. Never shoot a hullet at a flat, hard surface or water. [f a bullet ricochets
you can never tell where it may go.

9. Store firearms and ammunition separately and safely. Store each in
secured locations beyond the reach of children and careless adults.

10. Avoid alcohelic heverages hefore or during sheeting. Also avoid mind- or
behavior-altering medicines or drugs.

The S.M.A.R.T. Rules of Safety

S afe Direction: Always keep your firearm pointed in a safe direction.

ake Sure: Positively identify your target.

A ways Check: Know what’s beyond your target before shooting.

R espectFirearms:  Treat ail firearms as if they are loaded.

T rigger Gaution: Don’t touch the trigger until you are ready to shoot.

Bishop



